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News  f r om  t he  AHS
January / February 2018

Programs • events • annoUnCements

NatioNal ChildreN & Youth GardeN SYmpoSium at CorNell
New York’s Finger Lakes region will provide a picturesque backdrop for the 2018 
AHs National Children & Youth Garden symposium (NCYGs) from July 11 to 
14. The event will be based in Ithaca, which will be a homecoming of sorts because 
the symposium took place there in 2004 as well. 

Cornell Garden Based Learning will serve as the local host for this year’s 26th 
annual symposium, so participants will enjoy the resources of Cornell University 

and experience the region’s rich 
horticultural offerings. Among 
the scheduled tours will be 
visits to Cornell’s renowned 
Lab of ornithology, the Ithaca 
Children’s Garden, and Cornell 
Botanic Gardens. 

The symposium is the only 
national event where teachers, 
youth program leaders, garden 
designers, and others can ex-

plore topics such as curriculum development and kid-focused gardening techniques.
“Attending my first NCYGs in 2013 was a pivotal point in my career,” says 

Fiona Doherty, a Cornell University extension support specialist who is assisting 
with the planning for the 2018 event. “The symposium expanded my network, 
provided me with fresh perspectives, and fueled my passion for youth engagement 
and garden-based education. each symposium I have attended since has continued 
to inspire and energize me and provide me with new skills and ideas.”

registration will open in April and includes discounts for current AHs members 
and students. For more information, visit www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs. 

Seed exChaNGe For memberS
THe 2018 AHs seed exchange features 170 varieties of annuals, perennials, vines, 
shrubs, trees, vegetables, and herbs available to order. Current members may 

order up to five selections free 
of charge, though donations are 
encouraged to defray packaging 
and shipping costs. Additional 
selections are available for a re-
quested donation amount. Turn 
to page 57 of this issue to view 
the list of available seeds, along 
with an order form. or go to 
www.ahsgardening.org/seeds to 
order online and access the full 
catalog that includes descrip-
tions and cultural information. 

some seed varieties are in 
limited supply and high demand, so early ordering is recommended. Those who 
donated seeds this year get first pick until February 18; all other orders will be filled 
as received until March 10. 

contacts for
aHs programs, 
membersHip benefits &
departments

For general information about your membership, 
call (703) 768-5700. send change of address 
notifications to our membership department at 
7931 east boulevard drive, alexandria, va 
22308. if your magazine is lost or damaged in 
the mail, call the number above for a replace-
ment. requests for membership information 
and change of address notification can also be 
e-mailed to membership@ahsgardening.org.

tHe american gardener  to submit a letter to 
the editor of The American Gardener, write to 
the american gardener, 7931 east boulevard 
drive, alexandria, va 22308, or send an e-mail 
to editor@ahsgardening.org.

deVeLopment  to make a gift to the ameri-
can Horticultural society, or for information 
about a donation you have already made, call  
(703) 768-5700 ext. 127, or send an e-mail 
to development@ahsgardening.org.

e-maiL Lists  to subscribe to specific e-mail 
lists for updates on programs and events, visit 
http://connect.ahsgardening.org/email.

internsHip program  the aHs offers in-
ternships in communications, horticulture, 
and membership. For information, send an  
e-mail to internships@ahsgardening.org. in-
formation and application forms can also be 
found in the gardening Programs area of www.
ahsgardening.org.

nationaL cHiLdren & YoUtH garden  
sYmposiUm  For information about the society’s 
annual national Children & Youth garden sym-
posium, e-mail education@ahsgardening.org, or 
visit www.ahsgardening.org/ncygs.

reciprocaL admissions program  the aHs 
reciprocal admissions Program offers mem-
bers free admission and other discounts to 300 
botanical gardens and other horticultural des-
tinations throughout north america. a list of 
participating gardens can be found on www.
ahsgardening.org/rap. For more information, call 
(703) 768-5700 ext. 119.

riVer farm  the aHs headquarters at river 
Farm is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays year-
round (except Federal holidays), and 9 a.m. to  
1 p.m. saturdays from april through september. 
For information about events, rentals, and direc-
tions, visit the about river Farm section of www.
ahsgardening.org.

traVeL stUdY program  visit spectacular 
private and public gardens around the world 
through the society’s acclaimed travel study 
Program. For information about upcoming 
trips, call (703) 768-5700 ext. 127, e-mail  
development@ahsgardening.org, or visit www.
ahsgardening.org/travel.

Website: www.ahsgardening.org  the aHs web-
site is a valuable source of information about 
the society’s programs and activities. Users 
must set up a username and password to ac-
cess the member’s-only sections.
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ameriCa iN bloom CompetitioN For 2018
reGIsTrATIoN Is now open for the 17th annual America in 
Bloom (AIB) competition. This national urban beautification pro-

gram allows communities of all sizes to show-
case the innovative ways they use plants and 
gardens to improve their livability. As part of 
the program, two AIB judges visit each partici-
pating community and rate them in six criteria, 
including: floral displays, urban forestry, and 
environmental efforts. As a longtime supporter 
of the program, the AHs sponsors the organiza-
tion’s Community Involvement Award. 

The registration deadline for entering the 2018 competition 
is February 28. This year’s AIB awards ceremony will be held in 
Lexington, kentucky, in the fall. For more information, visit 
www.americainbloom.org. 

SpriNG GardeN market at river Farm
sAve THe dATe for the AHs’s annual spring Garden Market 
on April 13 and 14 at the society’s river Farm headquarters in 
Alexandria, virginia. The event features vendors from across 
the mid-Atlantic region offering an array of plants along 
with garden-related products. “This is a one-stop-shop event 
where you can find specialty natives and other unusual plants, 
as well as colorful annuals, vegetable starts, and ready-made 
containers,” says Dan Scott, associate director of gardens and 
facilities. Look for more details in the March/April issue of this 
magazine and on www.ahsgardening.org.

ColoNial WilliamSburG GardeN SYmpoSium 
THe 72nd annual Colonial williamsburg Garden symposium 
is scheduled for April 14 to 16 in williamsburg, virginia. Its 
theme this year, “ordinary to extraordinary: Creating Land-
scape designs that reflect Beauty and Awe,” will focus on how 
to add personal creativity to one’s garden. The AHs is once 
again a proud sponsor of this event, and members are eligible 
for a discounted registration fee. visit www.colonialwilliams 
burg.com/learn/conferences for more information. 
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When quality counts.

Chapel Valley Landscape Company designs, installs, and 
maintains wonderfully crafted landscapes that make a 
positive first impression. For nearly five decades our award 
winning projects have been the hallmark of Chapel Valley 
Landscape Company’s commitment to creativity, quality, 
and service. Call today to discuss your landscaping needs.

MARYLAND | WASHINGTON, DC | VIRGINIA

1.888.285.5355

www.chapelvalley.com

HortusTV_US_QuarterPageFinal_AHS.indd   1 2017-01-09   1:45 PM

spring is a colorful time in the gardens of colonial Williamsburg.
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Great GardeNS aNd laNdSCapiNG SYmpoSium 
oN AprIL 21, the 14th Annual Great Gardens and Landscaping 
symposium will take place in woodstock, vermont. The AHs 
is a co-sponsor of this event, organized by Kerry Ann Mendez of 

perennially Yours. Mendez will 
give a presentation on new and 
unusual plant introductions, and 
other expert speakers will focus 
on herbs, succulents, ornamen-
tals and vegetables suitable for 
northern gardens.

Mendez will also host a spe-
cial pre-symposium class on 
April 20. she will discuss land-

scaping for pollinators and give a virtual tour of inspiring public 
and private gardens with exemplary plantings. There is a separate 
fee and registration for this program. 

For more information, visit pyours.com/symposium.  m

News written by AHS Staff

Gifts of Note
In addition to vital support through membership dues, the American 

Horticultural Society relies on grants, bequests, and other gifts to  
support its programs. We would like to thank the following donors for 

gifts received between November 1 and December 31, 2017.

In Honor of Mrs. Leslie S. Ariail 
and Mr. Leonard Calvert, III
Campbell Kent Fund

In Honor of Margaret Elizabeth 
Dumville Ewers
Ms. Jane Robinson

In Honor of Ira Jarvis
Ms. Sandra Joseph

In Honor of Linda Rettig
Ms. Robin Orans

In Memory of Trevor Brunjes
Mrs. Diane Brunjes

In Memory of Helen Garrett
Mrs. Salenda Fisher

In Memory of Mona Knudson
Ms. Jacquelyn Bleckwenn

In Memory of  
Bruce R. MacPherson, II
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce  
    MacPherson
 
In Memory of Elizabeth Miller
Ms. Elizabeth Chaldekas

In Memory of Barbara Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Friss

In Memory of  
Charles H. “Bee” Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison R. 
    Tyler, Jr. 

In Memory of  Dr. Ralph E. Smith 
and Marguerite Kennedy Smith
Dr. Suzanne Smith Godec and 
    Dr. Ciril Godec

In Memory of Cass Turnbull
Ms. Patricia Crockett

If you would like to support the AHS, please call Susan Klejst, Director of 
Development & Engagement, at (703) 768-5700 ext. 127.

Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. 
    Barnes, III
Mr. Robert A. Bartlett, Jr.
Dr. Nancy J. Becker and  
    Mr. Gregory L. Wilson
Mrs. Katherine M. Belk
Mrs. Joan April Blazich
Bloomington Brands/ 
    Osmocote
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Bull 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Burke, III
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J.  
    Conlon
Dr. Larry Lee Deaven
Mrs. Elisabeth C. Dudley
Ms. Inger Fair
Frantz Family Fund
Dr. Suzanne Godec and  
    Dr. Ciril Godec 
Martha and Scott Harris Fund
Hayes Family Foundation
Ms. Catherine M. Hayes
Mrs. Glenys Kaye

Ms. Mary A. Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Morris
Mrs. Dessie M. Moxley
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nicolai
Mr. and Mrs. Al Osman
Wilma L. Pickard Trust (Estate)
Mr. J. Landon Reeve, IV
Mrs. Lynn C. Rhomberg
Mr. and Mrs. Harry A.  
    Rissetto, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Osamu Shimizu 
Mr. Carroll L. Shry
Ms. Kathleen A. Smithgall
Mr. C. Hugh Stephens
Ms. Beth Tuttle and  
    Mr. Robert Carragher
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Underwood
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Volk
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Walton
Ms. Katherine J. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Zech

$1,000+ Gifts

mark your calendar for these upcoming events 
that are sponsored or co-sponsored by  
the aHs. visit www.ahsgardening.org or call  
(703) 768-5700 for more information.

aHs 2018 nationaL eVents  
caLendar

aPr. 13 & 14. Spring Garden Market. river Farm, alexandria, va.
aPr. 14–16. Colonial Williamsburg Garden Symposium,  
williamsburg, va. (aHs partner event.)
aPr. 21. Great Gardens and Landscaping Symposium,  
woodstock, vt. (aHs partner event.)
aPr. 21–28. Historic Garden Week in Virginia.  (aHs partner 
event.)
aPr. 23–maY 4.  Greece: Antiquity, Culture & Gardens.  
aHs travel study Program tour.
maY 16 & 17. Coalition of American Plant Societies meeting.  
birmingham, al. (aHs partner event.)
maY 14–18.  AHS President’s Council Trip to St. Petersburg, FL.
jUne 10–18. England, Gardens of the West Country: Cornwall, 
Devon, Somerset & Wiltshire. aHs travel study Program.
jUne 21. Great American Gardeners and AHS Book Awards  
Ceremony. river Farm, alexandria, va.
jUlY 11–14. AHS National Children & Youth Garden Symposium, 
ithaca, nY. 
sePt. 5–15. Castles & Gardens of the Czech Republic: Prague, 
Bohemia & Moravia. aHs travel study Program.
sePt. 22. AHS Annual Gala, river Farm, alexandria, va.
sePt. 27–29. America in Bloom Symposium and Awards Program. 
lexington, kY. (aHs partner event.)
oCt. 11–25. AHS Online Auction. national.
deC. 3–21. Indoor Holiday Display. river Farm, alexandria, va.
deC. 8. Holiday Open House. river Farm, alexandria, va.


